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What is a digital gazetteer?

• A gazetteer is a structured dictionary of geographical places.  
• The essential attributes of a digital gazetteer entry are: geographic 

name, spatial footprint, and feature type.  
• It may also include information about hierarchical relationships

between places, the dates that a place existed, or other features.

L. Hill, “Core Elements of Digital Gazetteers: Placenames, Categories, and Footprints,” 
available at www.alexandria.ucsb.edu/~lhill/paper_drafts/ECDL2000_papeerdraft7.pdf



A gazetteer is not a GIS…

• It is more…
• Structured information about places includes

– Variant names in different languages
– Place name types
– Descriptions of relationships among places
– Links to related sources of information
– Etymology

• …and less…
• Spatial information may be rudimentary and overlapping



…but gazetteers and gazetteer services 
can work with GIS and other projects to:

• Reference information about places
• Deposit information about fuzzy places (“the silk road”)
• Point to alternate versions of names within a single gazetteer (from 

different scholars, at different times, based on different versions of 
political reality, in different languages)

• Point to distributed texts and other resources about places
• Allow for searching multiple gazetteers through a clearinghouse
• The ECAI/ASCC gazetteer service project hopes to register both 

“simple” and “standards compliant” gazetteers for maximum 
interoperable searching.



The ECAI/ASCC gazetteer project 
extends existing gazetteers by:

• Establishing a multilingual environment
• Establishing standards for global, historical, culture-

centered gazetteers and feature type thesauri
• Establishing service protocols for searching multiple 

gazetteers
• Creating a service for map visualization based on 

toponym-rich text or other resources



Some existing gazetteer projects

• Alexandria Digital Library 
www.alexandria.ucsb.edu/gazetteer

• Getty Thesaurus of Geographical Names 
www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabulary/tgn/)

• Taiwan Gazetteer 
tgnis.ascc.net

• German Space Operations Center
www.heavens-above.com/countries.asp



Major sections of the ADL feature type 
standard

• Geographic feature ID
• Geographic name
• Variant geographic name
• Type of geographic feature
• Other classification terms
• Geographic feature code
• Spatial location
• Street address
• Related feature
• Description
• Geographic Feature data
• Link to related source of information
• Supplemental note
• Metadata information
• Time is not a field;  it is embedded in many other fields



























Next steps

•Content standard development and validation
•Multilingual testbed construction
•Gazetteer registration in ECAI metadata 
clearinghouse
•Feature type thesaurus extensions
•Tools for linking gazetteers to text and image 
databases


